
DAUPHIN COUNTY PRISON BOARD OF PRISON INSPECTORS 

Meeting Minutes 

August 24, 2022 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: 

 Commissioner Michael H.W. Pries, Chair  

 Commissioner Chad Saylor  

Commissioner George P. Hartwick, III, Vice-Secretary 

President Judge John F. Cherry, Vice-Chair 

Controller Mary K. Bateman  

District Attorney Francis Chardo  

Sheriff Nicholas Chimienti, Jr., Secretary 

Frank Lavery, Jr., Prison Board Solicitor   
 

MEMBERS ABSENT:  

Magisterial District Judge William Wenner, Ex-officio Board Member 
 

PRISON STAFF: 

 Gregory Briggs, Warden 

 Lionel Pierre, Chief Deputy Warden-Security 

 Bruce LeValley, Deputy Warden-Operations 

Roger Lucas, Custody Major/Investigator  

Mike Welker, Treatment Unit Manager/Acting Deputy Warden-Treatment 

Sharon Manton, Litigation & Policy Coordinator/Assistant to Warden 

DiAndra Pena, Administrative Coordinator  

Christian Taylor, Diversion Coordinator 

Marian Murphy, Correctional Officer 
 

CONTRACTED SERVICES AT DAUPHIN COUNTY PRISON: 

Thomas Weber, Esq., Chief Executive Officer, PrimeCare Medical, Inc. 

Justin Lensbower, Acting Health Services Administrator, PrimeCare Medical, Inc. 
   

COUNTY STAFF: 

Matt Miller, Director of Work Release (by virtual connection) 

Donna Miller, Risk Manager 

Jessica Spandler, Executive Assistant to Commissioner Pries 

Frank Haulman, Information Technology Department 

Robert Morgan, Dauphin County Human Resources (by virtual connection) 

Catharine Kilgore, CJAB Administrator, District Attorney’s Office (by virtual connection) 

Marisa Miller, Criminal Justice Assistant, District Attorney’s Office (by virtual connection) 

Kristen Varner, Director of Drug & Alcohol Services (by virtual connection) 

Nichole Madison, Certified Recovery Spec., D&A Services (by virtual connection) 
 

GUESTS: 

John Wetzel, Contracted Corrections Advisor to Prison Board (by phone) 

Patricia Stringer, Pennsylvania Prison Society, DCP Community Advisory Committee (by 

virtual connection) 

John Hargreaves, Pennsylvania Prison Society 

Richard Stokes, Pennsylvania Prison Society 

Destiny Brown, Pennsylvania Prison Society  

Cheryl Fulwiley, Pennsylvania Prison Society 

Lamont Jones, DCP Community Advisory Committee 

Larry Washington, DCP Community Advisory Committee 

Jillian London, Behavioral Health Director, HHC Center of Excellence 
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Angela Blair, Outreach / Enrollment Specialist, HHC Center of Excellence  

Winnie Okello, Founder, Harassment and Assault Reporting Platform (by virtual connection) 

Judi LaVia Jones 

Linda Thomas 

Dena Jangdhari 

Rakeem McCullough 

Annie Phillips 

Onah Ossai (by virtual connection) 

Additional participants by virtual connection 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

The August 24, 2022, Prison Board Meeting, held in the Central Court Hearing Room at Dauphin 

County Prison, was called to order at 1:36 p.m. by Commissioner Michael Pries.  A virtual option for 

participating was coordinated by the Information Technology Department.  Commissioner Pries 

advised everyone the meeting is being recorded for the purpose of preparing meeting minutes.  He 

asked everyone to stand and observe a moment of silence followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

Commissioner Pries called for approval of the July 27, 2022, meeting minutes, which were previously 

distributed.  There were no corrections or additions.  Commissioner George Hartwick made a motion 

to approve the minutes as presented.  Controller Mary Bateman seconded the motion.  There was no 

discussion.  A vote was taken, and the motion passed unanimously.   

 

 

PRISON BOARD CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

 

Commissioner Pries announced that a new Deputy Warden of Treatment has been hired. Ms. Latonya 

Ray is from the Tennessee Department of Corrections and is expected to be at next month’s Prison 

Board meeting. Commissioner Pries gave a special thanks to the interview team which included 

members of the Prison Board. 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS – TOPICS APPEARING ON TODAY’S AGENDA 

 

There were no comments. 

 

 

MONTHLY REPORTS 

 

Prison Board Solicitor 

Frank Lavery, Prison Board Solicitor, reported there have been two new lawsuits filed, two dismissals 

and no inmate grievance appeals since the last Prison Board meeting.  
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Medical 

Justin Lensbower, Acting Health Services Administrator with PrimeCare Medical at DCP, highlighted 

the following information: there were 341 intakes in the past month, of these 25% required detox. 

Medication Assisted Treatment (MAT): 28 individuals receiving Subutex, 11 individuals being treated 

with Methadone and 1 individual being treated with Vivitrol. COVID: 444 inmates tested, 3 tested 

positive. Suicide / Mental Health: 56 inmates on suicide watch, 34 on mental health observation for a 

total of 90 watches. There were 325 patients rated as Mental Health Stability Rating (MHSR) C, which 

is 36% of the inmate population. There were 100 patients rated at MHSR D, which is 11% of the 

inmate population. There are 6 patients at the State Hospital and 4 awaiting transport. Medications: 

100,872 doses of medication were offered; 32% of patients are on psychiatric medications; 32% of 

patients are on medical medications. Pregnant Patients: 2 in-house and 1 at Work Release Center. 

MRSA: 3 positive cases.  Outside Specialty Care: 44 appointments, representing a reduction from the 

previous month due to in-house MAT services. Hospital: 20 trips to the Emergency Room; there was a 

total of 25 days in the hospital. Commissioner Pries inquired about the percentage of mental health 

patients currently receiving care. Mr. Lensbower confirmed that just under fifty percent of the 

population has some mental health issue. District Attorney Chardo inquired about the individuals 

awaiting transport to Torrance and discussed ways the court can possibly help speed up the process. 

Mr. Lensbower shared that the intake process for Torrance has changed resulting in delays across 

facilities. 

 

Security 

Lionel Pierre, Chief Deputy Warden-Security, provided a chart graph of staffing and use of force 

occurrences in July (APPENDIX A).   

 

Training & Staff Development 

Roger Lucas, Custody Major/Investigator, provided an overview of recent training activity 

(APPENDIX B).   

 

Operations 

Bruce LeValley, Deputy Warden-Operations, provided an overview of activity within the operational 

areas he oversees (APPENDIX C). Deputy Warden LeValley reported that one of the water heaters is 

still not in operation but there has been no loss in service to date. The issue is actively being addressed. 

 

Treatment 

Mike Welker, Treatment Unit Manager/Acting Deputy Warden-Treatment, provided an overview of 

treatment services during the month of July (APPENDIX D).  Larry Washington of the DCP Advisory 

Committee inquired about library access on the inmate tables. Deputy Warden LeValley responded 

that the library has been updated with additional titles and explained how library access on the tablets 

works. 

 

Diversion 

Christian Taylor, Diversion Coordinator, provided a written report that was distributed prior to the 

meeting (APPENDIX E). Commissioner Hartwick asked about staffing levels. Ms. Taylor confirmed 

that the Diversion department is fully staffed. 

 

Drug Court 

The Drug Court Report was e-mailed to Board members prior to the meeting (APPENDIX F). 
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Criminal Justice Programming/Stepping Up 

Dr. Ashley Yinger, Criminal Justice Programming Administrator and Stepping Up/Certified CIT 

Coordinator, Dauphin County District Attorney’s Office, provided a written report that was distributed 

prior to the meeting (APPENDIX G).   

 

Criminal Justice Advisory Board 

Catharine Kilgore, CJAB Administrator, District Attorney’s Office, provided a written report that was 

distributed prior to the meeting (APPENDIX H).   

 

 

WARDEN’S REPORT 

 

Personnel 

Warden Gregory Briggs requested approval of the Personnel Packet. Commissioner Saylor made a 

motion to adopt items #1-19 in the Personnel Packet.  Controller Bateman seconded the motion.  There 

was no discussion.  A vote was taken, and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

Population Update 

Warden Briggs reported the Prison population as of 12:02 a.m. was 959 (854 males and 105 females).  

Population at Work Release was 125 (106 males and 19 females).  Total population was 1,084.  

 

The recidivism rate on 07/31/22 was 29.50%, which was -0.16 from the prior month.   

                            

Expenditures 

Warden Briggs asked the Board to approve the expenditure packet. President Judge John Cherry made 

a motion to adopt all expenditures:   

1. July 27-August 2 totaling $178,305.83 

2. August 3-August 9 totaling $1,279,173.44 

3. August 10-August 16 totaling $74,833.03 

4. August 17-August 23 totaling $755,130.61 

5. $2,425.28 to PrimeCare Medical Inc. for Autoclave from Commissary Account 

6. $24,000 to PrimeCare Medical Inc. for COVID-19 test kits ($23,700 from 

Commissary Account and $300 from Jail Fund) 

7. $25,200 to Pacific Concepts for property storage lockers (Jail Fund) 

8. $2,629.97 to Hornung’s True Value for lawn mowers (Jail Fund) 

9. $4,950 to Commonwealth Printing for watches ($2,205 from Dauphin County 

Wellness Committee and $2,745 from Jail Fund) 

10. $400 to Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Dept. of Environmental Protection x-ray 

equipment certificate of registration renewal (Jail Fund) 

Commissioner Hartwick seconded the motion.  There was no discussion.  A vote was taken, and the 

motion passed unanimously by all voting members.  Controller Bateman abstained. 

 

Month in Review/Other Matters 

Warden Briggs introduced representatives from Hamilton Health Center, Ms. Jillian London, Behavior 

Health Director, and Ms. Angela Blair, Enrollment and Outreach Specialist. Ms. London gave an 

overview of the maternal addiction program services provided through Hamilton Health Center to 

assist pregnant woman and mothers of children aged 5 and under who are suffering from substance 

abuse. The program has been in place for about 19 years and continues to be funded through Dauphin 

County Drug and Alcohol. The program is not substance specific and is able to work with woman who 
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are currently incarcerated at DCP to provide aftercare planning, finding resources in the community, 

and assisting with treatment options. The program is free to Dauphin County woman and is accessible 

by referral or walk-in. Commissioner Pries thanked Ms. London and Ms. Blair for coming and sharing 

this information. 

 

Warden Briggs requested approval for revised Policy 100-4b Mail. Several members of the Board 

discussed the revisions related to the handling of religious publications and legal mail. Commissioner 

Hartwick made a motion to approve revised Policy 100-4b Mail.  Controller Bateman seconded the 

motion.  There was no additional discussion.  A vote was taken, and the motion passed unanimously.  
 

Warden Briggs requested the withdrawal of the RFP for MAT services and approval of the contract 

addendum with PrimeCare Medical. District Attorney Chardo made a motion to approve withdrawing 

the RFP and approving the contract addendum with PrimeCare Medical.  Commissioner Saylor 

seconded the motion.  There was no discussion.  A vote was taken, and the motion passed 

unanimously. 
 

Warden Briggs requested approval for an addendum to the agreement for services provided by Lavery 

Law. Commissioner Hartwick made a motion to approve the contract addendum.  Controller Bateman 

seconded the motion.  There was no discussion.  A vote was taken, and the motion passed 

unanimously. 
 

Warden Briggs requested authorization for a Memorandum of Understanding for attendance incentives 

with the Teamsters. Warden Briggs noted that the MOU will be forwarded to the Board of 

Commissioners for approval. Commissioner Hartwick made a motion to approve the MOU.  Controller 

Bateman seconded the motion.  There was no discussion.  A vote was taken, and all voting members 

voted in favor except for Sheriff Chimienti who voted opposed. 

 

Warden Briggs requested authorization for a Memorandum of Understanding for attendance incentives 

with SEIU. Warden Briggs noted that the MOU will be forwarded to the Board of Commissioners for 

approval. Controller Bateman made a motion to approve the MOU.  Commissioner Hartwick seconded 

the motion.  There was no discussion.  A vote was taken, and all voting members voted in favor except 

for Sheriff Chimienti who voted opposed. 

 

Warden Briggs requested authorization for the extension of the Memorandum of Understanding for 

COVID sick leave reimbursement with the Teamsters. Commissioner Hartwick made a motion to 

approve the MOU.  Controller Bateman seconded the motion. Sheriff Chimienti asked for clarification 

on which staff the MOU applied to. There was no additional discussion.  A vote was taken, and all 

voting members voted in favor except for Sheriff Chimienti who voted opposed. 

 

Warden Briggs requested authorization to sign an agreement with State Parole for short-term holding 

of their detainees. Controller Bateman made a motion to authorize signature for an agreement with 

State Parole. Commissioner Pries seconded the motion. Commissioner Hartwick asked about the 

purpose of the agreement. Several members of the Board discussed the agreement. There was no 

additional discussion. A vote was taken, and the motion passed unanimously.  

 

Warden Briggs requested approval to ratify an addendum adopted by the Board of Commissioners for 

correctional advisor’s services. Commissioner Saylor made a motion to approve. District Attorney 

Chardo seconded the motion. There was no discussion. A vote was taken, and the motion passed 

unanimously. 
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Warden Briggs updated the Board on the revised Inmate Handbook which was shared with the DCP 

Community Advisory Committee and will be the topic of discussion at their upcoming meeting. He 

followed-up on some concerns and questions from public and shared that 250 new food trays have 

already arrived with 500 more on the way. Warden Briggs detailed some upcoming improvements to 

the facility such as exhaust fans for better circulation and new openings for food trays. 

 

Warden Briggs has several matters for Executive Session. 

 

 

CORRECTIONS CONSULTANT’S REPORT 

 

John Wetzel reported an update on the Captain and Lieutenants desk audit stating that this will 

continue to be an area of focus for the weeks ahead as the staffing analysis reaches completion. 

Mr. Wetzel shared that the hiring of the new Deputy Warden of Treatment will help to reset the vision 

for treatment within the facility. Several members of the Board expressed their excitement for the new 

Deputy Warden to start. Mr. Wetzel reported that staffing continues to be an issue in corrections, but 

the facility is taking steps in the right direction such as attendance incentives. 

 

Several members of the Board discussed the plan after the new Deputy Warden of Treatment begins in 

September. The focus will be to help get the new Deputy Warden acclimated and connected with the 

right people. 

 

There was also discussion related to the reporting parameters for deaths that occur while in custody, 

the current reporting practices and whether or not the process will be changing in the future. 

 

Mr. Wetzel has a few security related items for Executive Session. 

 

 

WORK RELEASE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

Work Release Reports were e-mailed to Board members prior to the meeting (APPENDIX I). 

 

 

COMMENTS FROM PRISON BOARD MEMBERS/COUNTY STAFF 

 

There were no comments. 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 

Commissioner Pries reminded everyone the meeting is being recorded. 

 

Community Advisory Committee (CAC) 

Patricia Stringer stated the CAC met on August 5th and discussed the following topics: voter 

registration, DW of Treatment interviews and the committee’s participation, issues reported to the 

committee related to visitation, the kitchen and kitchen equipment, the food served, snacks for 

diabetics, and kosher meals. Ms. Stringer also reported concerns related to medication distribution, the 

inmate tablets and law library access and the condition of the showers in certain housing areas. She 
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stated that she will follow up on these concerns using the Prison Board email address. Ms. Stringer 

shared information related to an event sponsored by a local health care system for prostate cancer 

screenings and financial bootcamp information available through another resource.  

 

Commissioner Pries confirmed with Deputy Warden LeValley that the issue she raised about kitchen 

equipment had already been resolved. Commissioner Hartwick expressed the high level of expectation 

the County has in regard to the food service contract and encouraged that concerns continue to be 

brought to the Boards attention to ensure quality service. 

 

Lamont Jones of the Community Advisory Committee commended the facility for acquiring new food 

trays. 

 

Larry Washington of the Community Advisory Committee inquired about the MAT services. Warden 

Briggs confirmed that PrimeCare Medical will offer Medication Assisted Treatment in addition to the 

current provider, Harrisburg CTC.  

 

Annie Phillips wanted to know the status of her son’s case and why his hearings continue to be 

postponed. According to Ms. Phillips, her son has been incarcerated at DCP since 2018. District 

Attorney Chardo asked Ms. Phillips to see him after the meeting to discuss the details. Lamont Jones 

encouraged Ms. Phillips to speak with District Attorney Chardo. 

 

Dena Jangdhari addressed the Board regarding an incident she alleged took place last month. She was 

deeply frustrated as she shared details of how her son’s commissary items were taken during a 

shakedown and expressed how she feels that the Correctional Officers are not doing the right thing and 

escalate situations. Ms. Jangdhari expressed that she believes that everyone in the room wants to do the 

right thing, but she also believes that some of the staff are working against the efforts of the Prison 

Board.  

 

Cheryl Fulwilley with the Pennsylvania Prison Society raised concerns about commissary and the 

Treatment Specialist who is assigned to one of the female housing areas. 

 

Destiny Brown with the Pennsylvania Prison Society expressed concern over the size of the toilets. She 

stated that the seats are too small for larger men and the showers continue to need attention. Ms. 

Brown stated that the kitchen is another area of concern and inquired about the use of cleaning 

products. She asked about the ability to acquire locking chests to store commissary items and uniform 

covers for kitchen workers. Ms. Brown thanked Warden Briggs for addressing the complaints that she 

brings to his attention but feels like more needs to be done. Ms. Brown expressed deep frustration and 

implored the Prison Board and Elected Officials to do more and give her a reason to vote for their re-

elections. 

 

Commissioner Pries requested that the issue with the showers be addressed. Warden Briggs stated that 

the ventilation plays a large role in the condition of the showers, but better cleaning is needed. 

 

Commissioner Saylor asked questions about Aramark meal enhancements. Warden Briggs stated that 

Aramark did bid the lowest, however the County asked Aramark to increase the bid and enhance 

meals. Under the new contract, meals are enhanced on Sundays and during certain holidays. Mr. 

Wetzel recommended that the Board communicate with Aramark Corporation to request that a 

representative attend Prison Board meetings to answer questions regarding food services. 
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Linda Thomas asked questions about commissary and whether the service is provided by contract. She 

stated that she believes the prices for commissary items have increased substantially and wants to 

know if there is another option. She reported that during a tour she noticed that the kitchen was 

utilizing lunchmeat in their preparation of meals and was unable to communicate with Kitchen staff 

due to language barriers.  

 

Rakeem McCullough commented in regard to commissary prices and value. He expressed that the 

State’s (DOC) commissary prices offer more value per item. Mr. McCullough questioned why inmates 

have to eat in their cell. He does not agree with the practice since he believes it can create conflict. He 

inquired on whether there is a common dining space. 

 

Onah Ossai shared that she read an article about a former inmate. The article reported that the 

individual was at DCP on an involuntary mental health commitment, and she wanted to know how 

many individuals are currently incarcerated under the same circumstances. Several members of the 

Board confirmed that the article was not factual regarding the involuntary health commitment and 

confirmed that no one is currently incarcerated under those circumstances. Based on the current mental 

health numbers and the conditions of the facility, Onah asked the Board for their opinion on whether 

individuals with mental health issues receive the care they need while incarcerated.  

 

Commissioner Hartwick expressed his belief that jail is not appropriate place for individuals suffering 

from mental health issues however jail has unfortunately become the number one provider of services 

for this group. District Attorney Chardo reported that the Stepping Up initiative has helped to decrease 

the overall number of mental health inmates. Those who cannot be diverted are facing more serious 

charges. Onah asked the Board to address these concerns and reached her four-minute time limit. 

  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

On a motion from Commissioner Saylor and a second from Commissioner Hartwick, the Prison Board 

meeting was adjourned by unanimous vote at 2:55 p.m.  

 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

The Board immediately convened an Executive Session to discuss personnel matters, legal matters, 

Prison operations, and Prison policies. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

DiAndra Pena 

Administrative Coordinator 
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