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LAW LIBRARY

Report from Tracey E. McCall, Law Librarian

The law library was established by Act 62 in 1865 approximately 80 years after Dauphin County was
created from part of Lancaster County and named after Louis-Joseph, Dauphin of France.  The law library has
relocated several times and it is currently located on the fourth floor of the courthouse.  The library staff
oversees the main law library, four auxiliary libraries, our eight judges' chambers libraries, and the court admin-
istrator's library.  We maintain approximately 35,000 volumes to provide free, equal access, and quality service
to judges, attorneys, government employees, paralegals, students, and the citizens of Dauphin County.  While
considerably smaller since its relocation, the library has continually increased the number of patrons served.
We assisted 4,322 patrons during calendar year 2007 (see detailed CHART B below).  

The law library houses the Dauphin County Self-Help Center (see feature article in the 2006 Dauphin
County Court Annual Report).  The center is open during normal courthouse hours although you may access
the forms and instructions (packets) on the County Internet site.  In our first year of operation, we completed
requests for approximately 1,011 packets. 

Self Help Center Committee

LAW LIBRARY MISSION 

The library mission is to acquire, store, retrieve, disseminate, and preserve legal information.  The law library was
created and is maintained, by law, to meet the informational needs of its patrons.  Information and research are the
lifeblood of legal practice and education.  The library applies basic standards such as referencing, cataloging, and
acquisitions to achieve our mission.  We are committed to sound financial management and to the continued
advancement and modernization of the library.

Back row: Judge Bruce Bratton; President Judge Richard A. Lewis; Rita Gardner, Court Administration; Lisandra Garcia, Prothonotary's
Office;  Sandy Ballard,  Esquire, Dauphin County Bar Association; Kim Robison, Director of Domestic Relations; Peggy Simok, Esquire,
Mid-Penn Legal Services; Steve Farina, Prothonotary; and Craig Longyear, Esquire, President of the Dauphin County Bar Association.
Front Row: Sheila Britt, Esquire, Domestic Relations; Tracey McCall, Law Librarian; Deborah Freeman, Esquire, Deputy District Court
Administrator for Civil and Carolyn Thompson, Esquire, District Court Administrator.



We currently have the following forms/instructions packets available for five dollars ($5.00) per packet:
divorce for parties who have been separated for two years and no property needs to be divided; custody,
partial custody, or visitation when there is not existing custody order; modification of an existing custody order;
divorce where the parties consent and no property needs to be divided; in forma pauperis petition for use when
you believe you cannot afford to pay the filing fees; driver's license suspension appeal; name change petition;
and motion for declaration of ownership.  The self-help center staff and/or the staff in any court office may not
give anyone legal advice and the information you receive in these packets does not substitute for legal advice.
Dauphin County Court assumes no responsibility and accepts no liability for actions taken by visitors who
choose to use these documents or rely on their contents.  The self-help center will provide you with a list of other
helpful resources upon request.  

Below is a sample of the Pro Se Litigants Self Help Center Internet usage for a seven-day period from
November 12, 2007 through November 18, 2007.

Seven computers are provided to access LEXIS, Westlaw, other legal information web sites, PFAD
(Protection from Abuse Database), the card catalog, and the self-help center forms and instructions.  The law
library houses Divorce Masters' Reports indexed by David Taminini, Esquire.

The library is open to the public during normal courthouse hours and to members of the legal profes-
sion 24 hours a day/seven days a week.  Laura Motter and Alisha Washington, Assistant Law Librarians, are
eager to assist patrons to enhance their legal research.  

More information is available on the Dauphin County website, http://www.dauphincounty.org, and
may be found under courts information followed by court offices.

CHART B
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DAUPHIN COUNTY LAW LIBRARY PATRON COUNT                                            1-2-07 to 12-31-07   
Court Administrators Office:  61
Public Defenders: 50
Interns:  611
District Attorneys Office:  28
Judges/Law Clerks:  195
Members of the Dauphin County Bar Association:  1265
PFAD:  1
Public visitors:  1961
Others - (city workers, paralegals, law enforcement, etc.):  150
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OFFICIAL COURT REPORTERS

Report from Nativa P. Wood, Chief Court Reporter

In 2007, the Dauphin County Official Court Reporters Office continued its technological growth to
ensure efficient production of transcripts both in the standard hard copy format and electronic format, and to
provide real time when necessary.  Real time is the process by which the reporter's stenographic notes are
immediately translated onto a computer screen. 

The graph below illustrates the marked improvement in the backlog of pages to be transcribed by the
official reporters between the years 2005 and 2007.  This year was the second full year that per diem reporters
were used to assist the official reporters in covering court.  As a direct result of the use of per diem or freelance
reporters to enhance the current staff without having new hires, the backlog for the official reporters decreased
56%.  This significant decrease is very important to the judicial process because not only is the accuracy of a
transcript important but timeliness must be addressed also.

This year, the court reporters
office provided real time for a hearing-
impaired juror, which allowed him to
participate in the judicial process.
While it is a significant challenge to
provide this service, it is also extremely
rewarding to be able to make such an
accommodation for someone who may
not otherwise be able to serve as a
juror.

The real time team, made up of
three of our nine reporters, also took
steps to make providing real time serv-
ices more portable.  We previously
relied on using Courtroom No. 8, the
technology courtroom, to direct all

requests for real time.  Now using laptop computers and Blue Tooth technology a real time reporter can set up
in any of the courtrooms.    

In addition to writing real time for hearing-impaired individuals, several of the reporters write real time
on a frequent basis.  It has many litigation support benefits as well.  If a court clerk misses something, they can
refer to the instantaneous translation on the screen to check the information; reading back is much simpler;
proper nouns that do not translate can be fixed immediately; and first-run transcripts can be provided to the
judge or law clerk for review to make a specific ruling. 

As the need for providing faster transcripts; capturing the spoken word, whether it is technological,
scientific, medical, or street talk; writing at an unbelievably fast pace to keep up with a docket that may have
100 cases scheduled for one day; the Official Court Reporters, with over 200 years of reporting experience, are
committed to making the record.

Backlog Comparison of 2007 & 2005
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WORK RELEASE CENTER

Report from Kerry R. Stackhouse, Director 

The Dauphin County Work Release Program began operation in 1996.  It is a court supervised
community corrections facility with an incarceration capacity of 360 offenders.  The program is designed to
prepare offenders for successful integration back into society as viable and productive citizens.  This has been
an interesting and unique year for the program.  Effective July 1, 2007, the Work Release Center became a
stand-alone department under the court.  The challenges are many and include additional staffing require-
ments, maintenance of a budget here-to-fore managed through the Adult Probation Department, and various
other tasks normally associated with individual court departments.

Offenders are required to maintain a full time job with a
minimum of 37.5 hours paid employment.  Part time work, in
addition to their full time employment, is encouraged to ensure
payment of debts to society, which benefits offenders by mini-
mizing that debt when they are released.  Offenders pay for their
housing costs (rent) while incarcerated at the Work Release
Center.  They are also responsible for purchasing and preparing
their food, transportation costs to and from work, purchasing
and cleaning their own clothing, and medical bills.  This equates
to an enormous monetary savings for the taxpayers of Dauphin
County.

An additional focus of the work release program is commu-
nity relations and support.  Many offenders are court ordered to
complete a set number of community service project hours.
They are encouraged and directed to support the community

whenever the need arises.  Completed this year were nearly 10,000 hours of community service projects.  Work
release offenders assist Dauphin County Meals on Wheels and the counties bulk storage facility on a daily basis.

Life skills are highly emphasized.  Work release offenders learn how to clean, wash clothes, cook for
themselves, follow rules and regulations, and generally fend for themselves in a structured and regimented
environment associated with their incarceration at the center. 

Incarcerated in the work release program this year were 1,329 offenders, an average of 291 residents per
day.
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FISCAL HIGHLIGHTS OF THE WORK RELEASE PROGRAM

Work release total revenue $ 1,262,974.00
Rent fees collected $    997,651.00
Child support fees collected  $    227,345.00
Fines, costs, and restitution collected  $    431,708.00
Fees collected for other county agencies $    248,474.00

Jim Gunderman, Deputy Director, Adult 
Probation, Terry Davis, Director of Adult 
Probation, Kerry Stackhouse, Director of
the Work Release Center.



WORK RELEASE CENTER, FALL 2007
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NATURALIZATION COURT

The Dauphin County Court of Common Pleas holds Naturalization Court once in the spring and once
in the fall each year.  During this ceremonial session of court, immigrants are sworn in who have studied and
passed a test to become citizens of the United States of America.  The Honorable Lawrence F. Clark, Jr. has
presided over Naturalization Court since 2004.  The ceremony is held in Court Room One on the fifth floor of
the courthouse to accommodate the many newly inducted citizens, their friends and family. 

During the November 19, 2007 session, Judge Clark spoke about how his own family had relatives from
Italy and Ireland that journeyed here over 100 years ago.  Passing through the Port of New York his relatives
and other immigrants saw the Statue of Liberty - a symbol of welcome and a promise of freedom.  He explained
that the seven spikes on her crown stand for the seven liberties:  civil, moral, national, personal, natural, politi-
cal, and religious.  Judge Clark remarked that taking the oath of citizenship is one of the greatest exercises of
freedom ever known to mankind and that new citizens may still cherish fond memories of their native land and
may still follow their native traditions in America.  

During this ceremonial session, John A. Roe, Esquire and Tara Dawson, U. S. CIS assisted Judge Clark
with the Call of the Roll and administering the oath of citizenship to 82 new citizens from 37 foreign lands.
Receiving special acknowledgment for their part in the ceremony were the Dauphin County Bar Association,
The Harrisburg Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution, Woodmen of the World, and the League
of Women Voters.  

After the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of our Nation, Judge Clark recognized the dignitaries and spe-
cial guests in attendance.  He made his closing remarks and then invited the newly inducted citizens and their
family and friends to a reception in the Assembly Room located on the ground floor of the courthouse.

Judge Lawrence F. Clark, Jr. presides over 
the Call of the Roll

Masham from the Sudan and his three 
friends were sworn  in during  the 

naturalization ceremony.
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COURT-APPOINTED COUNSEL

BOARD OF ARBITRATION

Adult Criminal Conflict Attorneys

Kevin R. Helm, Esquire (resigned eff. 6/30/2007) Dale E. Klein, Esquire
Allen C. Welch, Jr., Esquire        Jonathan W. Crisp, Esquire
Wendy J.F. Grella, Esquire Michael D. Rentschler, Esquire

Arbitrators

Robert F. Claraval, Esquire     G. Thomas Miller, Esquire                   Richard H. Wix, Esquire
William L. Adler, Esquire Brigid Q. Alford, Esquire      Jeffrey R. Boswell, Esquire  
Andrew Dowling, Esquire James W. Evans, Esquire Lacy Hayes, Jr., Esquire
David E. Lehman, Esquire Richard F. Maffett, Jr., Esquire Douglas K. Marsico, Esquire
Terrance McGowan, Esquire Lawrence J. Neary, Esquire Richard L. Placey, Esquire
Craig J. Staudenmaier, Esquire                  Lee C. Swartz, Esquire                         Brett M. Woodburn, Esquire
*John C. Dowling, Esquire

Board of Viewers  

Samuel T. Cooper, III, Esquire Jacqueline A. Kirby Hensel Michael S. Leonzo
Michael L. Solomon, Esquire Donald R. LeVan Richard L. Placey, Esquire
Fred Rice Francis Z. Zulli, Esquire *Carroll F. Purdy, Esquire



Custody Conference Officers 
 

Peter R. Henninger, Esquire  Sanford A. Krevsky, Esquire Gerald S. Robinson, Esquire 
       

Divorce Masters 
 

Charles E. Friedman, Esquire Richard B. Druby, Esquire   Daniel L. Stern, Esquire     
 

Guardians Ad Litem 
 

Elizabeth A. Hoffman, Esquire Teresa McCormack, Esquire Derek J. Cordier, Esquire 
Lawrence J. Rosen, Esquire  Kathryn Slade, Esquire  Heather L. Paterno, Esquire 

 
Juvenile Criminal Conflict Attorneys 

 
Kelli J. Brownewell, Esquire Wendy J. F. Grella, Esquire       Elizabeth A. Hoffman, Esquire 
Thomas S. Lee, Esquire  Brian W. Perry, Esquire        Michael D. Rentschler, Esquire 
Mark T. Silliker, Esquire  Gail Guida Souders, Esquire     Erin M. Zimmerer, Esquire 
Jacob M. Jividen, Esquire   Bruce E. Wolbrette, Esquire 

 
Juvenile Masters 

 
Bernard L. Coates, Esquire  Joseph A. Curcillo, III, Esquire     Jeffrey B. Engle, Esquire 
Sanford A. Krevsky, Esquire 

 
Mental Health Officers 

 
James M. Petrascu, Esquire  George F. Shultz, Esquire    William M. Shreve, Esquire 

 
Orphans’ Court Appointments 

 
Wendy J. F. Grella, Esquire  Elizabeth A. Hoffman, Esquire    Teresa McCormack, Esquire           
William M. Shreve, Esquire Jennifer Bush Archer, Esquire    Kelly McNaney Dick, Esquire 
Joy Waters Fleming, Esquire Emily Long Hoffman, Esquire    Dale Klein, Esquire 
Jeremiah Underhill, Esquire Bruce J. Warshawsky, Esquire     Stuart S. Sacks, Esquire 
Byron Walker, Esquire 

 
PCRA Counsel 

 
Jeffrey B. Engle, Esquire     Elizabeth A. Hoffman, Esquire       Courtney Kishel Powell, Esquire 
Charles P. Mackin, Esquire   William M. Shreve, Esquire    Jonathan W. Crisp, Esquire 
 
*deceased 
 



 
 

Above are four photographs by Dauphin County Information 
Technology Department’s Web Specialist Justin Imes.  Photography is one of 
Justin’s favorite hobbies.  He designed and generously gave his permission to 
use these photographs.   
 

At the top is the Dauphin County Courthouse in Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania.  The Courthouse was added to the National Register of Historic 
Places in 1993.  Beneath that and to the left is a photograph of the Rockville 
Bridge, which was built in 1902, and spans the Susquehanna River from 
Dauphin to Perry County.  The bridge is listed in the National Register of 
Historic Places (1975) and was declared a National Historic Civil Engineering 
Landmark in 1979.  To the right is a picture of the Dauphin County 
Administration Building (dedication and ribbon cutting ceremony was held 
June 12, 2002) located on Market Square.  At the bottom is a photograph of the 
Veteran’s Memorial Building situated across from the Courthouse, where 
Dauphin County Economic Development is located. 




